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Judge William Webster 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Penn. Ave. at 9th Street - N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Judge Webster: 


November 7, 1985 



On Saturday, November 2, 1985 I testified here in New York 
before the Subcommittee on Transportation of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee. Senator Alfonse D'Amato Chaired the 
hearing-,, which focused on the planning, design, construction and 


maintenance of the Metropolitgin Transportation Authority's^6£rd 
Street tunnel. ’ ~ 



\ 
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As you will recall, in 1983 the Bureau began ah 
investigation into the alteration of a beam (referred to in 
construction documents as Girder G-4) in that tunnel. A few 
weeks after I took office as MTA Chairman I was contacted by the 
Bureau regarding that.investigation. Over the months following, 

I and my staff cooperated fully in providing your agents with the 
documents and other information that they requested. _„ 
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In May of 1985, city newspapers carried stories abohtQjhe-. 
FBI investigation and referred to an FBI engineering report that 
raised a "se rious problem" about the tunnel’s safety. | ” 

one of our employees, contacted ! | in 

your New *ork office and requested a copy of the FBI report. He 
was told that the report was not available for release because it 
pertained to an ongoing investigation. 
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However, we did hire an MIT Professor,|_| 

to analyze the modified girder from a safety perspective. 
Subsequently, with the advice and consent of the Urban Mass 
Transportation Administration, we retained Construction— 
Technology Laboratory (CTL) of Skokie, Illinois to do a thorough 
analysis of all aspects of the tunnel's const ruction. including 
modification's to Girder G-4. Both Professor ! and CTL 

concluded that Girder G-4, as modified, was safe. 


._ You can imagine mv surpris e last Saturday when an FBI 

| appeared and testified that 

\based on the FBI's analysis. Girder G-4 "may be unsafe." Both he 
and Senator D'Amato held up and quoted copies of the FBI report 
that we had requested, but been denied. 

It seems to me that the FBI has an obligation to formally 
jJnotify a public agency if it has information that one of that 
(agency's facilities is or may be unsafe. We would appreciate a 
copy of the report and of any other information that you may have 
in your possession that calls into question the safety of Girder 
G-4 or of any other part of the 63rd Street tunnel. 

Sincerely, 
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